
409

Abbreviations, 184
early, 316–318
as parol evidence, 197–201
as term, 197
translation/explanation of, 254

Abounding (term), 331
“About” (term), 331
Abut (term), 332
Abutting tracts, research using, 91–94
Accuracy, 272–274
Acquisition, 251
Acre(s), 35–36

Builder’s, 40
customary, 22
as term, 405

Acre right (term), 332, 405
A.D. (term), 332
Adams v. Adams, 129
Adjacent (term), 332
Adjoiners:

control of calls for, 152–153
control over calls for, 142

Adjoiner calls, 152
Adjoining (term), 332
Adjoining land/lots:

description as, 218–219
mistakes describing, 129

Adkins v. Arsht, 160
Admissibility of evidence, 94–99, 282–289

absence of entry in records, 95–97
family records, 97
judgment as to personal/family/general

history/boundaries, 99
maps, 60n., 284–289

ancient document rule, 287–289

maps/plats from public offices or in
public use, 287

notations in general, 287
scales, use of different, 287
survey maps/plats, 285–287

marriage/baptismal/similar certificates, 97
public records/reports, 96–97
records:

of documents affecting interest in
property, 97–98

of regularly conducted activity, 95–96
of religious organizations, 97
of vital statistics, 96–98

regularly conducted activity, 95–96
reputation:

concerning boundaries/general 
history, 99

concerning personal/family history,
98–99

statements:
in ancient documents, 98
in documents affecting interest in

property, 98
Adverse possession, 122
Aerial photographs, 282

area, determining, 301–304
direction, determining, 299
distance, determining, 299–300
first, 291
interpretation of, 293–294
locating land descriptions on, 306–308
measurements on, 303–304
scale, determining, 295–299
sources of, 306–308
tools for interpreting, 304–305

INDEX
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410 INDEX

Aforesaid (term), 332
Ager (term), 334, 405
Agricultural offices, state, 308
Agricultural Stabilization & Conservation

Service (ASCS), 308
Aldrich v. Griffith, 289
Alias, 88–89, 130n.
“All the land by me owned” (term), 332
Alnetum (term), 332
“Along” (term), 332
Alphabet, constructing an, 314–315
Alshire v. Hulse, 217
“Also” (term), 332
Ambiguity(-ies):

in clauses, 117
in descriptions, 247
in expressions, 242–243
and parol evidence, 194–195
particular kinds of, 203
as term, 186

Ambit (term), 332
Amoskeag Foot, 39
Ancient document rule, 287–289
Ancient land terms, 405–408
Ancient maps, 259–274

accuracy/precision, 272–274
elevations/depths, 271–272
as evidence, 260–262
interpreting, 262–264
orientation, 264–268
scale, 268–271

Ancient plats, 260
“And others” (term), 333
Andrews v. Wheeler, 143
Angles, 6–7

conflicting elements, 156
measure and conversions, 7

Angular degrees, 5
Annual change (magnetic declination), 13
Approximate (term), 333
Approximately (term), 333
Appurtenance (term), 333
Appurtenant (term), 333
Arbitrary corrections, 32–35
Are (term), 38
Area:

ambiguity/indefiniteness/error in, 251
conflicting elements, 143
control of, 156
overrun in, 40–41
photographs for determining, 301–304
as term, 337

Arizona, 26
Arpent, 25, 26, 37

Arrow symbol, 265
Artificial monument:

call for, 217–218
control of, 144, 147–150
natural vs., 5

ASCS (Agricultural Stabilization & 
Conservation Service), 308

Assessors maps, 281, 282
Astronomic north, 8, 11
“At” (term), 333
Atkinson v. Anderson, 152
Atlas, 92, 119–120
Ayres v. Weed, 254
Azimuth, 5, 9

Back lands (term), 333
Baldio (term), 333
Bank (term), 333
Baptismal records, 88, 97
Barry v. Coombe, 198
Barton v. Anderson, 199
Base line, 45
Base maps, creation/use of, 280–283

aerial photographs, 282
assessors maps, 281–282
combinations, 282
combining survey plans, 282
topographic maps, 282

Basin Oil Co. of California v. City of 
Inglewood, 107

Bathymetric maps, 271, 272
Bay (term), 333
Bayou (term), 333
Bearing, 5, 8–10
Beckley v. Bryan, 35
Being the same (term), 334
Being the same property (term), 334
Bell v. Wright, 222
Bentley v. Napier, 216
“Between” (term), 334
Birchfield v. Bonham, 208
Bird’s-eye views, 277
Blackman v. Striker, 175
Black v. Richards, 247
BLM (Bureau of Land Management), 308
Block (term), 334
Block Island Acre, 40
Block number, 249–250
Block of surveys (term), 334–335
Blow v. Vaughan, 221
Bluff (term), 335
Bodily heirs (term), 335
Bolio v. Marvin, 169
Booker v. Hart, 142
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Bound (term), 335
Boundary(-ies):

ambiguity/indefiniteness/error in,
250–251

conflicting elements, 139–140
effect of particular, 82–83
fresh waters as, 225–226
land of grantor/mortgagor as, 207
railroad as, 224–225
in references part of description, 122
road as, 222–224
salt waters as, 226–228
of source parcel, 82–83
types of, 140

Boundary research, see Deed search
Bounded by land of others, 219–221
Bower v. Earl, 151
Branch of a river (term), 335
Branch of the sea (term), 335
Brandon v. Leddy, 211
Brenneman v. Dillon, 129
Brittain v. Dickson, 131
Broadwell v. Morgan, 214
Brooks Bank & T. Co. v. Dineen, 209–210
Brown v. Anderson, 171
Brown v. Heard, 128
Bryan v. Beckley, 35
Buck v. Hardy, 4
Builder’s Acre, 40
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 308
Burial rights, private, 175
“But” (term), 335
Butler v. Davis, 237
Butt of land (term), 405
“By” (term), 335
Bybee v. Hagemar, 239
“By land of” (term), 335
Byrd v. Olmstead, 219

Caballeria, 39
Cadastral map, 258
Cadastre, 258
Cafiada (term), 335
Calendar change of 1752, 85
California, 27
Call(s):

missing, 240–241
rejecting, 158
as term, 4, 335

Campbell v. Johnson, 213
Cana, 29
Canada (term), 335
Canceled words, 201

Cant (term), 405
Carbon paper, 321
Carman v. Staudaker, 228–229
Carney v. Hennessey, 207
Carroll v. Cave Hill Cemetery Co., 249
Carson v. McCaskill, 208–209
Cattle pass (term), 336
Cattle range (term), 336
Cedo (term), 336
Center (term), 41, 336
Centimeter, 24, 36
Chain(s):

arbitrary corrections for sag in, 32–34
square, 37
as surveying tool, 25–26
as term, 405
as unit, 27

Chain of title:
for abutting tracts, 91–94
for easements, 84
as term, 336

“Chalk,” 258
Chamber surveys (term), 336, 405
Chambers v. Ringstaff, 237
Characters (as parol evidence), 200–201
Charts, 261. See also Maps
Chauncey v. Brown, 236–237
Child (term), 336
Children (term), 336
Chisholm v. Ben, 255
Chord, 42
Christy v. Badger, 248
Churches, 173
Church of Latter Day Saints, 97
Church records, 97
Ciphers, 254
Circle (term), 41–42
Circle symbol, 263
Circumference, 42
Circumstances:

as extrinsic evidence, 187–190
surrounding, 102–103, 126n.
at time of deed construction, 104

Cista (term), 405
Civil township (term), 406
Claremont v. Carlton, 225
Clarke, Brian, 2
Clauses:

conflicting, 110
conflicts within, 113

Cleared land (term), 336
Close (term), 406
Closed figure, calls failing to provide,

241–242
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Cloud on title (term), 336–337
Clough v. Howman, 217
Cochrane v. Harris, 125
Code, 254
Coleman v. Eberly, 253
Colon, 316
Color of title (term), 337
Color photography, 294
Colton v. Seavey, 235
Combining survey plans, 282
Commitment, 2
Common field lots (term), 337
Common fields (term), 337
Common lands (term), 338
Compass points, 20–22

conversion to degrees, 22
directions based on, 5

Confirmed swamp lands (term), 338
Confirmee (term), 338
Confirmor (term), 338
Conflicting clauses:

in descriptions, 110
false description rejected, 128
granting vs. habendum, 134–136

Conflicting elements, 138–159
angles, 156
boundaries, 139–140
control:

of artificial monuments of marks,
147–150

of call for area, 143
of directions/distances, 154–155
of maps/plats/field notes, 150–152
of metes and bounds, 15
of natural/permanent objects,

144–147
over adjoiner calls, 152–153
over calls for adjoiners, 142
over courses/distances, 142–143
over objects, 141–142
of quantity, 156

corners/marked lines, 140–142
expanded list of, 157–158
false description rejected, 127
grants, 157
intent of parties, 139
monuments, 143–144
priority of, 138
rejecting calls, 158
surveys, 157

Consedo (term), 338
Consentable boundary line (term), 338
Construction of deeds, 101–104

conditions at time, 104
conveyance of house, 104
interpretation vs., 104n.
rules of construction, 101–104
as term, 101–104

Construction of instrument, 192–194
Construction of will (term), 338
Construe against grantor:

exceptions and reservations, 166
in rules of construction, 125–126

Construe instruments together, 114
Contact prints, 294
Containing so many acres (term), 338
Contain 180 acres strict measure (term), 338
Contemporaneous instruments, 107–109, 187
Contest (term), 339
Contiguous (term), 339
Contour interval, 272
Contour maps, 271–272
Contours, 272
Control of call for area, 147
Control of natural/permanent objects,

144–147
Control over calls for adjoiners, 142
Control over courses/distances, 142–143
Control over objects, 141–142
Control stations, 90–91
Conventional color photography, 294
Converse v. Wead, 198
Convey (term), 339
Conveyance:

extent of, 122–125
of house, 104
implied, 162
order of, 80–81
as term, 339

Conveyance of land (term), 339
Cook v. Hensler, 123
Cordel, 29
Cordell v. Sanders, 148
Corner(s):

ambiguity/indefiniteness/error in,
250–251

conflicting elements, 140–142
mistakes in, 130–131
quarter, 45
as term, 339–340

Cornett v. Creech, 116
Coss (term), 406
Cottingham v. Hill, 213
Cotton v. Cotton, 154
Country road (term), 340
County(-ies):

boundaries of, 61n.
failure to specify, 236–238
records of, 64

County highways (term), 340
County ways (term), 340
Courses. See also Directions

ambiguity/indefiniteness/error in,
250–251

conflicting elements, 142–143
control of distances by, 155
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discrepancy between descriptions and,
235–236

missing, 134
Court records, 62
“Cousin,” 88
Covenant running with land (term), 340
Cowan v. Fauntleroy, 33
Criadero de granada mayor, 39
Criadero de granada menor, 39
Cruse v. Cunningham, 250
Cuarto caballeria, 39
Cummings v. Dearborn, 112
Curtis v. Brown County, 246
Curve(s):

elements of, 42–44
highway, 44
as term, 340

Curve geometry, 41–42
Customary acres, 26
Customary rods, 26

Daguerre, Louis J. M., 291
Daily variation (magnetic declination), 13
Damron V. Justice, 171
Dane v. Glennon, 244
Dates, 85–86
Datum, 272
Davach (term), 406
Davidson v. Manson, 112
Davis Colliery Co. v. King, 213
Day v. R.E. Wood Lumber Co., 146
Daywere (term), 406
Decameter, 24, 37
Decimeter, 24
Deciphering:

handwriting, 314
words, 316–318

Decisions rendering descriptions certain or
uncertain, 130–134

Declination:
magnetic, 11–13
table of, 12

Deed(s):
additional wording in, 183–184
discrepancy between description and,

231
title by, 107n.
words of, 179

Deeds as extrinsic evidence, 204–246
ambiguity:

in conveyance of ditch, 228–229
in description of division line in deed,

229–231
in judicial sale description, 243–246
in locating easement, 242

call:
for artificial monument, 217–218
for corner of land of another, 221–222

failing to provide closed figure,
241–242

for fresh waters as boundary, 225–226
for natural monument, 214–216
for railroad as boundary, 224–225
for road as boundary, 222–224
for salt waters as boundary, 226–228

description:
as adjoining land of others, 218–222
as all the grantor’s land, 214
as bounded by land of others,

219–221
by lot number, 210–212
as owned/occupied by grantor/

mortgagor or as conveyed to/
inherited by them, 208

by particular name, 208–210
as part of particular tract, 212–213

discrepancy:
between description/deed referred to

therein, 231
between description/map/plat referred

to therein, 232–234
between monuments/courses/

distances, 235–236
failure to mention:

geographical information, 238
section/township/range, 239–240
town/county/state, 238
township/range/county/state, 238

failure to specify:
county, 236–237
county and state, 237
geographical information, 236
meridian, 238–239
town/section/range/county, 236
township, 239
township and range, 239

general description, 206–207
land of grantor/mortgagor as boundary,

207
map/plat reference, 212
missing calls, 240–241
technical/ambiguous expressions,

242–243
in wills, 254–255

Deed search:
abutters, tracing, 77–78
chain of title, tracing back, 75–77
procedure for, 71–73
running vs. bounding description, 73–75
standards for, 69–71
title search vs., 50

Deflection angle, 6
Degree(s):

conversion of compass points to, 22
as curve element, 42

Delineation (term), 340
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Deltiography, 309
Deltiology, 310
Demarcation (term), 340
Denariate (term), 406
Department of transportation (DOT), state,

308
Depths, 271–272
Description(s) of property, 1

as adjoining land of others, 218–219
as “all the grantor’s land” in certain

locality, 214
as bounded by land of others, 219–221
call:

for fresh waters as boundary, 225–226
for north/south/east/west corner of

land of another, 221–222
for railroad as boundary, 224–225
for road as boundary, 222–224
for salt waters as boundary, 226–228

certainty of, 166–167
decisions rendering descriptions certain

or uncertain, 130–134
discrepancy:

between deed and, 231
between map/plat and, 231–233
between monuments/courses/dis-

tances, 235–236
entirety, description honored in its,

108–114
additional clauses, 113
cannot insert words, 109
conflicting clauses, 110
conflicts within clauses/provisions,

113
construe instruments together, 114
granting clause, 112–113
habendum clause, 110–111
latter words added, 109
numbers, 110
written vs. printed, 110

false description rejected, 126–128
conflicting clauses, 128
conflicting descriptions, 127
conflicting documents, 127
obvious errors ignored, 127

general description as extrinsic evidence,
206–207

by generic/customary name or terms, 252
held to be sufficient, 167
intent of parties:

rules of construction, 108
specific vs. general description, 117

lack of, 253–254
by lot number only, 210–212
as owned/occupied by grantor/mortgagor

or as conveyed to/inherited by them,
208

as part/half/fraction of particular tract,
212–213

by particular name, 208–210
references part of description, 117–125

atlas reference, 119–120
boundaries in references, 121
controls, 123–125
diagrams, 121
extent of conveyance, 122–125
field notes, 121
government surveys, 119
map not referenced, 121
maps/plats references, 118–120
part of lot held by adverse possession,

122
plat not of record or lost, 118
problems with references, 122–123
unrecorded plat, 119
validity of plat, 119

specific description controls general
description, 114–117

erroneous particular description,
116–117

as extrinsic evidence, 189–190
intent of parties controls, 117
numbers, 117
references, 117
rule, 115–116
words, 117

sufficiency of, 128–130
as tract named for former/present

owner/occupant, 253
words and phrases, see Words and

phrases
Descriptive name, land identified by, 196
Detroit, G. H. & M. R. Co. v. Howland,

232–233
Diagrams, 121
Diameter, 42
Dickson v. Dickson, 209
Diehl v. Zanger, 144
Diffie v. White, 213
Dilworth v. Buchanan, 235
Direction(s), 5–6

control of, 154–155
general, 20, 21
photographs for determining, 299

“Directions by the needle,” 19
Directly opposite (term), 340
Distance(s), 23–28

ambiguity/indefiniteness/error in, 250–251
conflicting elements, 142–143
control of, 154–155
discrepancy between descriptions and,

235–263
photographs for determining, 300–301
as term, 340
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Distortion (in photographic images),
294–295

Ditch, 228–229
Division line in deed, 229–230
Documents:

missing, 94
poorly written, 183

Document examination, 313–329
constructing an alphabet in, 314–315
deciphering handwriting in, 314
deciphering words in, 316–318
definition of, 313–314
early terminology in, 318
early writing/punctuation in, 

316–317
handwriting analysis in, 318–319
media, document, 317
photocopier/laser printer analysis in,

321–322
photographic techniques in, 324–328
punctuation in, 317–318
readability, document, 322–323
spelling in, 318
typewriting analysis in, 319–321

Doe ex dem. Morton v. Jackson, 233
Domesday (term), 406
Domesday Book (term), 406
Donell v. Humphreys, 228
Doomsday Book, 288
Dorkins v. Montgomery, 231
Dorr v. School Dist., 239–240
Dot, 316
DOT (department of transportation), state,

308
Dot grid, 302–304
Dougherty v. Purdy, 238–239
Douglass v. Byers, 198
Dower (term), 340
Dower interest (term), 340
Dowle stones (term), 406
Draftsperson, professional vs. lay, 181
Draw (term), 341
Driftway (term), 341
Due (term), 341
Duffin v. People, 199
Dwelling (term), 341

“E” (term), 341
Eagle v. Oldham, 248–249
Early writing and punctuation, 316–317
Easements, 84–85, 126n.

ambiguity in locating, 242
buried in records, 84
exceptions and reservations, 168
not of record, 84
records of, 64

East (term), 341

Eastern one-half (term), 341
East half (term), 341–342
East half and west half (term), 342
Eastman, George, 309–310
Eastwardly (term), 342
Echerd v. Johnson, 214
Editions, topographic map, 275
EDMI (electronic distance-measuring 

instrument), 273–274
Eggleston v. Bradford, 211
1850 deed description, 14–16
Electronic distance-measuring instrument

(EDMI), 273–274
Elevations, 271–272
Ell (term), 343
Enclose (term), 342
Encroachment (term), 342
Encumbrance (term), 342
“End” (term), 342–343
End line (term), 343
Engineer’s chain, 25
English settlement, 26–27
English system and conversions, 36–37

distances, 23–24
early, 27, 37

Enjoy (term), 343
Enlargements, photo, 294
Enter (term), 344
Entry (term), 344
Erroneous particular description, 116–117
Error(s):

relative, 273
survey, 16

Estadal (term), 344
Estadel (term), 406
Et al (term), 344
Etc. (term), 344
Euliss v. McAdams, 214
Evans v. Gerry, 242
Evidence:

ancient maps as, 260–262
found/not found, 263

Evidence aliunde, see Extrinsic evidence
Except (term), 344
Excepting (term), 344
Excepting and reserving (term), 344
Exception(s), 160–175

certainty of description, 166–167
churches, 173
construe against grantor, 128, 166
creation of, 164
descriptions held to be sufficient, 167
easement or fee, 168
with extrinsic evidence, 168–169
held to be void, 165
implied, 164
intention of parties controls, 166
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Exception(s) (Continued)
may have been created by another, 165
nature of, 163
with parol evidence, 168–169, 201–203
plain meaning interpretation, 166
private burial rights, 175
private passageway, 174–175
public purpose, 173–174
purpose of, 162
requirements of, 165
reservation vs., 161–163
right of way, 167, 169–170
roads, 169–170
school site, 170–171
statement as to use of, 169
as term, 162

Experts, 2
Extended line (term), 344
Extend to (term), 345
Extent of conveyance, 122–125

determining control, 123–125
failure to recite reference, 123–125
problems with references, 122–123

Extraneous evidence, see Extrinsic evidence
Extrinsic evidence, 185–256

ambiguities, particular kinds of, 203
contemporaneous instruments related to,

187
deeds/mortgages/related instruments as,

see Deeds as extrinsic evidence
definitions used with, 186
evidence to aid construction, 186
exceptions and reservations, 168–169
parol evidence, see Parol evidence
subsequent action of parties, 190–191
surrounding circumstances, 187–190
as term, 185
will as, see Wills

Facing (term), 345
Fagan v. Walters, 153
Falda (term), 345
Fall (term), 406
False description rejected in rules of 

construction, 126–128
conflicting clauses, 128
conflicting descriptions, 127
conflicting documents, 127
obvious errors ignored, 127

False words (term), 345
Family (term), 345
Family records, 97, 261
Fanaga (term), 406
Fardel of land (term), 406
Farding-deal (term), 406
Farm (term), 345

Farthing of land (term), 406
Fathom:

as term, 345
as unit, 24

Federal agencies, 308
Federal records, 64
Federal Rules of Evidence, 95n., 260, 289n.
Fee:

exceptions and reservations, 168
as term, 345

Fence(s):
as boundaries, 82–83
as term, 345

Fence lengths, 40
Fence lines, 306
Fenderson v. Owen, 199
Ferris v. Coover, 233
Fictitious person, 130n.
Field (term), 345
Field notes, 260

control of, 150–152
filing, 117n.
in references part of description, 121

Figures, 200–201
Fire insurance maps, 278
Flannery v. Hightower, 247
Flats (term), 346
Flat land (term), 346
Float (term), 346
Florida, 27
Flowage right (term), 346
Fluorescence photography, 324
Foot, 23, 35, 36
Foreign language, 254
Forestry offices, state, 308
Forever (term), 346
Forschel (term), 406
Fortenberry v. Cruse, 240–241
Forty (term), 346
Fractions of tract, 197
Fractional:

descriptions of property, 133–134,
212–213

as term, 346
Fractional lots (term), 346
Fractional quarters, 45
Fractional section, 45–47, 347
Fractional township (term), 347
Frank v. Chemical Nat. Bank (N.Y.), 313
Free and clear (term), 347
French settlement, 27
French units and conversions, 28, 38
Fresh waters, 225–226
Front (term), 347
Frontage (term), 347
Frontager (term), 347
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Fronting (term), 347
Fronting and abutting (term), 347
Fuller v. Carr, 241
Fuller v. Fellows, 238
Fundo legal para pueblos, 39
Furlong, 23

General description:
as extrinsic evidence, 206–207
as term, 347

General directions, 20, 21
General field (term), 406
General Land Office, 45
Gentleman, 89
Gentlewoman, 89
Geodetic North, 8
Geographic north, 8
Geometric pace, 29
Geometry of description, 4–49

arbitrary corrections, 32–34
circles/curves, 41–44

elements, 42–44
highway vs. railroad curves, 44

compass points, 21, 22
directions, 5–7
distances, 23–29

English/metric system, 23–24
English settlement, 26–27
French settlement, 27–28
Gunter’s chain, 26
paces, 28–29
Rathborne’s chain, 25–26
Spanish settlement, 27–28

general directions, 21
local units, 39–40
magnetic declination, 11–20
meridians, 7–10
monuments, 5
overrun in area, 40–41
quantity, 35
roods, 36
slope vs. horizontal measurement, 30
stationing, 44
units, 35–39
U.S. Rectangular System, 44–48

Glebe (term), 347, 406
“Goodman,” 88
Good record title (term), 347
Goodson v. Fitzgerald, 138
Good title (term), 347–348
“Goodwife,” 88
Gore (term), 348
Gorge (term), 348
“Go to” (term), 348
Government corners, 147n.
Government surveys, 123

Gowdy v. Cordts, 206–207
Grant(s):

conflicting, 157
as term, 348–349

Grant, bargain, and sell (term), 349
Grantee indexes, 89
Granting clause:

conflict between habendum and,
134–136

in descriptions, 112–113
Grantor, 125–126, 166
Grantor indexes, 91
Grant to a pueblo (term), 349
Graphology, 318–319
Graves v. Broughton, 242–243
Graveyards, 54, 173–174
Graybeal v. Powers, 214–215
Great roads (term), 349
Greeley v. Weaver, 242
Gregorian calendar, 85
Grid north, 8
Ground of railroad (term), 349
Groups of lots, researching, 79–82

in-depth, 80
order of conveyancing, 80–81

Guia (term), 349
Guilmartin v. Wood, 116, 186
Gunter, Edmund, 26
Gunter’s chain, 26

Habendum clause:
conflict between granting and, 134–136
in descriptions, 110–111

Hagan v. Campbell, 31
“Half”:

extrinsic evidence, 212–213
as term, 349–350

Half section (term), 350
Hall v. Davis, 206
Hamilton v. Warrior, 288
Hand:

as term, 351
as unit, 23

Hand v. Hoffman, 247
Handwriting:

analysis of, 318–319
deciphering, 314

Hanley v. Kraftczyk, 248
Hart v. Gage, 288
Hartwig v. Central-Gaither Union School

District, 173–174
Harvey v. Inhabitants of Town of Sandwich,

50
Haughn v. Haughn, 113
Haynor v. Excelsior Springs Light, Power,

Heat & Water Co., 211
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Headland (term), 351, 406
Head of creek (term), 351
Head of stream (term), 351
Hearsay, 94–96
Hectometer, 24
Heirs and assigns (term), 351
Heirs apparent (term), 351
Heirs at law (term), 336, 351
Heirs of the body (term), 351
Held (term), 351
Hereford v. Hereford, 221
Hetherington v. Clark, 208
Higgins v. Wasgatt, 135
High-contrast film, 325–327
Highway curves, 44
Highway records, 62
Hinton v. Roach, 219
Historical societies, 262
Hoar v. Goulding, 225
Holden v. Crolley, 225
Holland v. State, 202
Holloway’s Unknown Heirs v. Whatley, 106
Holograph (term), 406
Holographic wills, 181
“Home farm,” 208–210, 252
“Home place,” 252
“Homestead,” 208–210, 252–253
Hooten v. Comerford, 207
Horizontal control station, 92–93
Horizontal measurement, 30–31
House, conveyance of, 104
Houston Oil Co. v. Williams, 172
Howarth v. Miller, 144
Huebras (term), 406
Hull v. Croft, 198
Hunter v. Forrest, 143
Hunter v. Hume, 220
Hunt v. Francis, 224
Hyd (term), 407
Hyde Park v. Andrews, 199

“If” (term), 351
If extended (term), 351
Illegible words, 199
Illegitimacy, 88
Implied conveyance, 162
Implied easements, 84–85
Implied exceptions, 164
Implied reservations, 164
Inbound common (term), 407
Inch, 23, 35
Inclosed land (term), 352
Including survey (term), 352
Inclusive deed (term), 352
Inclusive grant (term), 352
Inclusive survey (term), 352

Incomplete title (term), 352
Incorporation by reference, 118
Indemnity lands (term), 352
Indianapolis & V.R. Co. v. Reynolds, 206
Indian title (term), 352
Indirect infrared photography, 327
Infrared luminescence photography, 327
Infrared photography, 294, 326–328

color, 294
indirect, 327
luminescence, 327
straight, 326–327

Inherit (term), 352
Inheritance, 88
Inherited (term), 352–353
Inhoc (term), 407
Innings (term), 407
“In range with” (term), 353
“In squares to the cardinal points” (term),

353
Intent of parties, 105–108

conflicting elements, 139
contemporaneous instruments, 107–108
exceptions and reservations, 166
four corners of instrument, 107
joint, 107
may appear anywhere in instrument,

intent, 107
representation of premises, 108
as term, 107

Interest in land (term), 353
Interpretation (term), 102n., 353–354
Intersecting method (term), 354
Intestacy (term), 354
Intestate (term), 354
“In that case” (term), 354
“In the direction of their lines continued to

the channel” (term), 354
“In the rear thereof” (term), 354
“In whole tracts only” (term), 354
Irregular heirs (term), 355
Island (term), 355
Issue (term), 355
It is said (term), 355

Jaques v. Horton, 256
Jenks v. Morgan, 31
Jno (term), 355
John L. Roper Lumber Co. v. Hinton, 210
Johnson v. Elkhorn Gas Coal Min. Co., 172
Joining (term), 355
Joint ownership (term), 355
Jones v. Quattlebaum, 253
Jones v. Sun Oil Co., 169
Jornale (term), 407
J.P. (term), 355
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Jr. (term), 87, 355
Judgment as to personal/family/

general history/boundaries, 99
Judicial sale, 245–248
Jugerum (term), 407
Julian calendar, 85
Junior line, 153n.
Justice v. McCoy, 30

Kahakai (term), 355
Keith v. Reynolds, 124–125
Keller v. Keller, 112
Kerr v. Duvall, 251
Kilometer, 24, 36
Kinney v. Hooker, 240
Kountz v. O’Hara Street R. Co., 233
Kula lands (term), 355
Kuleana (term), 355–356

Lace (term), 407
Ladnier v. Ladnier, 239
Laid out (term), 356
Lammas lands (term), 356
Land (term), 1, 356–357
Land identified by descriptive name, 196
Landing (term), 357
Land line (term), 357
Landmarks, 252–253
Land of (term), 357
Land of grantor/mortgagor 

as boundary, 204
Land previously surveyed (term), 357
Land records, 1–3
Land service road (term), 357
“Land where I now reside,” 252
Language:

of deeds, 104
foreign, 316–317

Language of instrument, 182
Laser printers, 321–322
“Late,” 86
Latent ambiguity, 186, 194–195, 357–358
Latent deed (term), 358
Latent defect (term), 358
Lawful heir (term), 358
Lawrence v. Hyman, 222
Lawver v. Anderson, 233
Laying out roads (term), 358
Lay out (term), 358
Layout a highway (term), 359
League, 24, 29, 359
League square, 38
Legal name (term), 359
Legend, 263
Legibility, document, 328
Lessee of McCoy v. Galloway, 146

Lieu lands (term), 359
Life estate, 168
Light v. Crowson Well Service, Inc., 197
Line (term), 359
Lineage (term), 360
Line of railroad (term), 360
Link, 26, 27, 36, 407
Linney v. Wood, 243
Lithography, 309
Little more than (term), 360
Local terminology, 200
Local units, 39–40
Local usage, 254
Locate (term), 360
Locate a road (term), 360
Location of land in general, 247–249
Locative calls (term), 360
“Las lomas,” 216
Lot(s):

researching groups of, 79–80
as term, 47, 360–361

Lot numbers, 123n.
as extrinsic evidence, 210–212, 249–250
parol evidence as explanation of, 196

Lowell v. Boston, 288
Lowell v. Robinson, 225–226
Luminescence photography:

infrared, 327
ultraviolet, 324

Lying in the southwest corner of a section
(term), 361

Made land (term), 361
Magnetic bearing, 19–20
Magnetic declination, 11–13
Magnetic meridian, 18
Magnetic north, 7, 264, 265
Magnetic pole, 13
Manner of acquisition, 251
Mann v. Bergmann, 212
Mann v. Dunham, 224
Map(s):

and admissibility of records, 282–289
ancient document rule, 287–289
maps/plats from public offices or in

public use, 287
notations in general, 287
scales, use of different, 287
survey maps/plats, 285–286

ancient, 259–274
accuracy/precision, 272–274
elevations/depths, 271–272
as evidence, 260–261
interpreting, 262–263
orientation, 264–268
scale, 268–271
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Map(s) (Continued)
base, 280–281
control of, 150–152
creation/use of base, 280–281
in description references, 118–121

atlas reference, 118
not referenced, 121
plat not of record or lost, 118
unrecorded plat, 119
validity of plat, 119

discrepancy between description and,
231–233

as evidence, 260–262
filing, 117n.
fire insurance maps, 278
legend used on, 263–264
locating, 260–262
not referenced, 121
panoramic, 277
references as extrinsic evidence, 212
sketches, 279–280
as term, 259, 361
terminology used with, 258–259
topographic, 274–276

Marine league (term), 362
Marine miles (term), 362
Marked corners (term), 362
Marked line(s):

conflicting elements, 140–142
as term, 362

Markers, 80
Marketable (term), 362
Marketable title (term), 362–363
Mark of punctuation (term), 363
Marriage certificates, 97
Mary (term), 363
Mathews v. Parker, 148
Mauka (term), 363
Mayo v. Mazeaux, 152
McCausland v. York, 153
McChesney v. Chicago, 198
McCorry v. King, 251
McIlhattan’s Will, 249
Meadow (term), 363
Meadow land (term), 363
Meander (term), 363
Meander corners (term), 363–364
Meander line (term), 364
Meaning and intending clause, 128–130
Measured dimensions, 302
Media, document, 317
Media caballeria, 39
Mere-stone (term), 407
Meridian(s), 5, 7–10

failure to state, 238–239
true vs. magnetic, 18

Merk (term), 407

Met (term), 407
Meter, 24
Metes (term), 364
Metes and bounds:

control of, 131–133, 154
government survey not referenced, 132
as term, 365

Metric system and conversions, 24, 36
Mexican land area measures, 38
Mexican league (term), 364
Mexican pueblo (term), 364
Mexican shore (term), 364
Mexican units and conversions, 28
Mexico, 27
Middle (term), 364–365
Mile, 35, 37, 365
Military bounty lands (term), 365
Military pace, 28–29
Miller v. Best, 134
Miller v. Mowers, 111
Miller v. Wiggins, 200
Millimeter, 24
Mill privilege (term), 365
Mill site (term), 365–366
“Mill spot,” 208–210
Mine (term), 366
Mineral acres (term), 366
Mineral and mining rights (term), 366
Mineral deed (term), 366
Mineral rights (term), 366
Mining claim (term), 366
Missing course, 134
Misspellings, 182, 318
Mistakes:

correcting, 134
decisions rendering descriptions certain

or uncertain, 130–134
Mixed ambiguities, 195
Moakley v. Blog, 169
Moiety (term), 367
Montgomery and wife v. Johnson, 134
Montgomery v. Carlton, 241
Month, 85
Monument(s):

call for artificial, 217–218
call for natural, 214–216
conflicting elements, 143–144
discrepancy between descriptions and,

235–236
mistakes in, 130
natural vs. artificial, 5

control of, 144–147
photographs of, 309
and researching groups of lots, 79–80
as section corners, 45–47
as term, 367

Moore v. Fletcher, 201
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More or less (term), 367
Morgen (term), 407
Morrell v. Cook, 208
Mortgages, see Deeds as extrinsic evidence
Moskow, Abraham, 50
Mountain (term), 368
Mountainous terrain, 30
“Mrs.”, 87
Muniment of title (term), 368
“My farm,” 252
“My land,” 252
“My lot,” 252
Myrick v. Peet, 149

N. (term), 368
Name(s):

mistakes in, 130
as term, 368

Napier v. Little, 247
National Archives, 308
National Geodetic Survey, 90
Natural monuments:

artificial vs., 5
call for, 214–216
control of, 144–147

Nautical mile, 24
N.D. (term), 368
N.E. (term), 368
Near (term), 368
Near relatives (term), 368
Needle, run by the, 19
Nelson v. Lineker, 143
“Nephew,” 88
New Mexico, 27
New York v. New York C. & H. R. R. Co.,

171
Nichols v. Lewis, 251
Nichols v. Turney, 229
Non-experts, 2
Nook of land (term), 407
North, 7–8, 264–265
Northeast corner (term), 368
Northeasterly (term), 368
Northerly (term), 368
Northernly (term), 368
North half (term), 369
North one-third (term), 369
North part (term), 369
North Pole, 11
North side (term), 369
Northward (term), 369
Northwardly (term), 369
Northwest (term), 369–370
North with the half section line (term), 370
Notations, 287
Not more than (term), 370
Now (term), 370

Numbers:
figures vs. written, 110
mistakes in, 131
specific description controls general

description, 117
Number of parcels, 251

Objects:
control over, 141–142
natural/permanent, 144–147

Object identification (in photographs), 305
Obliterated words, 199
Obvious errors ignored, 127
Occupants:

description as tract named for, 253
former, 90

O’Donnell v. O’Donnell, 251
O’Farrel v. Harney, 232
Ohio (term), 370
Old (term), 370
Olographic (term), 370
Olographic will (term), 370
“On” (term), 370
One-fourth (term), 371
One league square (term), 371
Onroerende and vast staat (term), 371
“On said wall” (term), 370
Open lot (term), 370
Open mine (term), 370
Opposite (term), 370
“Or” (term), 372
Oral evidence, 186, 192
Oral partition (term), 372
Order of conveyancing, 80–81
Ordinary grant (term), 372
Orientation, 264–268
Original plat (term), 372
Orr v. How, 204
Orthophotograph, 295
Out-boundaries (term), 372, 407
Outlot (term), 372, 407
Overrun in area, 40–41
Own (term), 372
Owned and occupied (term), 372
Owned by (term), 372–373
Owners:

description as tract named for, 253
former, 90

Ownership in land (term), 373
Oxgang (term), 407
Ozark Land & Lumber Co v. Franks, 239

Pace, 28–29, 373
Paintings, 310
Palmer v. Farrell, 227–228
Panchromatic photography, 294
Panoramic maps, 277–278
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Paper, 317, 321
Paper street (term), 373
Parallax wedges, 303
Parallel (term), 373
Parallel with (term), 373
Parcel (term), 373–374
Parcel of land (term), 374, 376
Paris foot, 28
Parks v. Baker, 230
Parol evidence:

abbreviations, 197–199
admissibility of, 186
construction of instrument, 192–194
exceptions and reservations, 168–169,

201–203
explanation of lot/section numbers, 196
explanation of parts/fractions of tract,

197
figures/abbreviations/characters/,

200–201
illegible/canceled/obliterated words, 199
land identified by descriptive name, 196
local terminology, 200
particular situations, 195
patent/latent ambiguities, 194–195
practical considerations by parties, 201
rule of, 191–192
technical/trade terms, 199–200

Parsons v. Fitchett, 248
Part of lot held by adverse possession, 122
Part of tract:

extrinsic evidence, 212–213
parol evidence, 197

Particula (term), 407
Particular description, see Specific descrip-

tion controls general description
Partition:

and easements, 84
as term, 374

Pascua (term), 407
Passage (term), 374
Passing call (term), 374
Patch v. White, 249
Patent (term), 374
Patent ambiguity, 186, 194–195, 374–375
Path (term), 375
Peacher v. Strauss, 185
Peasley v. Drisko, 115–116
Pecia (term), 407
Pemberton v. Perrin, 247–248
Penry v. Richards, 212
People v. Call, 1, 210
Perambulation (term), 375–376
Perca (term), 407
Perch (term), 28, 376
Perch, statute, 26
Perfect and satisfactory title (term), 376

Perfect grant (term), 376
Perfect title (term), 376
Periodical overflow (term), 376
Permanent objects, control of, 144–147
Perry v. Buswell, 115
Perry v. Scott, 219
Photocopiers, 321–322
Photogrammetry, 294–295
Photographic techniques, 324–329

comparing photographs taken over time,
328

fluorescence photography, 324
high-contrast film, 324
indirect infrared photography, 327
infrared luminescence photography, 327
infrared photography, 326–329
straight infrared photography, 326–327
straight ultraviolet photography, 324
ultraviolet luminescence photography, 324
ultraviolet photography, 324

Photography, 291–312
aerial, see Aerial photographs
area, determination of, 301–304
comparisons over time, 292–293
direction, determination of, 299
distance, determination of, 299–300
evidence seen in, 292
interpretation of, 293
land descriptions, locating, 306–308
object identification, 305
picture postcards, 309–310
scale, determination of photo, 295–299
terrestrial, 309
tools for photointerpretation, 304

Photo interpretation, 293
aerial photographs, 293–294
conventional color, 294
infrared, 294
infrared color, 294
measurements, 294–295
panchromatic, 294
types of photography, 294

Photo-scale protractor, 303
Phrases, see Words and phrases
Pickering v. Pickering, 249, 255
Pick of land (term), 407
Pictures, 291–312

paintings as, 310
photography, see Photography

Picture postcards, 309–310
Piece of land (term), 376
Pied, 28
Piesch v. Dickson, 185
Pitch (term), 376
Place lands (term), 376
Placer claim (term), 377
Plain meaning interpretation, 166
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Plan(s), 117n., 259, 377. See also Maps
Plane (term), 377
Planning offices, state, 308
Plantation (term), 252, 377–378
Plat(s). See also Maps

admissibility of survey, 285–286
ancient, 260
control of, 150–152
in description references, 118–119

atlas reference, 119
not of record or lost, 118
unrecorded plat, 119
validity of plat, 119

discrepancy between description and,
231–233

as extrinsic evidence in wills, 254–255
filing, 117n.
as term, 259, 378

Plat certification, 273
Plate, 259
Plat reference, 212
Platting (term), 378
Plot, 259
Plot plan, 259
Ploughland (term), 407
Plow-land (term), 407
Point (term), 378
Polar star rule (term), 378
Pole, 26
Political boundaries, 82–83
Polly (term), 363
Pond (term), 378
Poorly written documents, 183
Porcion (term), 378
Port Wentworth Terminal Co. v. Equitable

Trust Co., 231
Postcards, picture, 309–310
Pound of land (term), 407
Practical construction:

of deed, 190–191
parol evidence in, 201

Pratt v. Townsend, 94
Precision, 274
Pre-emption (term), 378
Premises (term), 379
Prentiss v. Brewer, 213
Prescriptive easements, 84
Present (term), 370
Prime meridian, 45
Primes, 25
Principal meridian, 45
Pringle v. Rogers, 235
Printed words, written vs., 110
Printers, 321–322
Pritchard v. Lewis, 174
Pritchard v. Rebori, 149
Private burial rights, 175

Private land grant (term), 379
Private passageway, 174–175
Privileges, 169
Probate records, 261
Projected street (term), 379
Prolongation (term), 379
Pronunciations, 88
Proof of contents (of will), 256
Property (term), 379
Property and premises (term), 379
Property line (term), 379
Proprietarios (term), 379
Proprietor (term), 379
Protractors, 304
Provisions, conflicts within, 113
Public land:

as term, 380
and U.S. Rectangular System, 45–47

Public landing (term), 380
Public offices, admissibility of evidence

from, 287
Public records and reports:

absence of entry in records, 96–97
admissibility of evidence, 96
as term, 380

Public use, admissibility of evidence in, 287
Public utility records, 64
Pueblo (term), 364, 380
Punctuation, early, 316–318
Purkiss v. Benson, 232
Purpose of reservation, 162

Quadrants, 8
Quantity, 35

ambiguity/indefiniteness/error in, 251
control of, 156

Quarter corners, 45
Quarter line section (term), 380
Quarter section (term), 48, 380
Quay (term), 381
Questioned documents, 314
Quit (term), 381
Quitclaim and convey (term), 381
Quitclaim deed (term), 381

“R.” (term), 381
Radius (term), 42, 381
Railroad:

as boundary, 224–225
stationing, 42
as term, 381–382
titles related to, 83

Railroad curves, 42
Railroad track (term), 382
Range, 45

failure to mention, 238, 239–240
failure to specify, 236
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Range (Continued)
failure to specify township and, 239
location within, 248–249
mistakes in, 132

Range lines, 45
Rapley v. Klugh, 209
Rathborne, Aaron, 25
Rathborne’s chain, 25
Readability, document, 322–323
Real estate (term), 382
Re Brookfield, 111
Reconveyance, 162
Records of documents affecting interest in

property, 97–98
Records of regularly conducted activity,

95–96
Records of vital statistics, 96–97
Records research, 50–99

on abutters, 77–78
admissibility of evidence, 94–99

absence of entry in records, 95–97
family records, 97
judgment as to personal/family/

general history/boundaries, 99
marriage/baptismal/similar 

certificates, 97
public records/reports, 96
records of documents affecting 

interest in property, 97–98
records of regularly conducted 

activity, 95–96
records of vital statistics, 96–97
reputation concerning

boundaries/general history, 99
reputation concerning personal/family

history, 98–99
statements in ancient documents, 98
statements in documents affecting

interest in property, 98
boundary research standards, 69
on chain of title, 75–77
changes in related titles, 83
easements, 84

buried in records, 84
not of record, 84

effect of particular boundaries, 82–83
genealogical information, 65–66
on groups of lots, 79–81
in-depth, 80
items disclosed by accurate survey,

66–67
items not of record, 55–61
items outside period of search, 52–55
order of conveyancing, 80

overcoming problems in, 89–94
abutting tracts, 91–94
former owner, 90–91
grantor indexes, 89
missing link not found, 94
probate records, 89
spellings, 89

pitfalls in, 85–89
birthplace, 87
“late” term, 85–86
month number, 85
“Mrs.” term, 86–87
relationships, 86–87
1752 calendar change, 85
wording, 88–89

procedure, 71, 72
public records other than court house,

61–65
running vs. bounding description, 73–75
source parcel boundaries, 82
title examination standards, 67–69

Record title (term), 382
Rectangles, 45
Redman v. Cooper, 285
References part of description, 117–125

boundaries in references, 121–122
diagrams, 121
extent of conveyance, 121–123

determining control, 123–125
failure to recite reference, 123–125
problems with references, 122–123

field notes, 121
government surveys, 119
map not referenced, 121
to maps/plats, 118–121

atlas reference, 119
plat not of record or lost, 118
unrecorded plat, 119
validity of plat, 119

part of lot held by adverse possession,
122

specific controls general, 117
Registry (term), 382
Rejecting calls, 158
Re Jones’ Estate, 112–113
Relationships, 86–87
Relative error, 273
Release (term), 382
Reliction (term), 382
Religious organizations, records of, 97
Remainder (term), 382
Remise, release and quitclaim (term), 382
Remnant rule (term), 382
Representative fraction (RF), 269
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Reputation:
concerning boundaries/general history, 99
concerning personal/family history,

98–99
Reservation(s). See also Exception(s)

construe against grantor, 126, 166
creation of, 164
easement or fee, 168
exception vs., 161–163
to grantor or stranger, 164
graveyards, 171–173
held to be void, 164
implied, 164
intention of parties controls, 166
life estate, 168
with parol or extrinsic evidence, 168–169
plain meaning interpretation, 166
private burial rights, 175
private passageway, 174–175
public purpose, 173–174
right of way, 169–170
rights or privileges, 168
roads, 169–170
with school sites, 170–171
statement as to use of, 169
streets/alleys, 167
as term, 160, 161, 382–383
void, 164, 165

Reserving all the reef in front (term), 383
Reserving and excepting (term), 383
Reserving the highway (term), 383
Residuary clause (term), 383
Rest, residue, and remainder (term), 383
Reversion (term), 383
Revert (term), 384
Reynolds v. Boston Rubber Co., 221
Reynolds v. Lawrence, 196
RF (representative fraction), 269
Rich v. Gilkey, 255, 256
Right, title, and interest (term), 384
Rights, 168
Right bank (term), 384
Right of conquest (term), 384
Right of way:

exceptions and reservations, 167
as term, 384

Right of way in gross (term), 384
Riparian (term), 384
Riparian owner (term), 385
Riparian property (term), 385
Riparian proprietor (term), 385
Ritchie v. Pease, 211–212
River (term), 385
River banks (term), 385

River bed (term), 385
Rix v. Smith, 224
Road(s):

as boundary, 222–224
as term, 385
titles related to, 83

Roberts v. Hart, 218
Rod(s), 26, 36

rood vs., 36
Scotch-Irish, 26

Rodeo boundaries, 26, 385
Roman pace, 29
Rood (term), 36–39, 407
Rook v. Greenewald, 238
Royal title (term), 385
R.R. (term), 386
Rule(s) of construction, 101–137

conflict between granting and habendum
clauses, 134–136

construction in general, 101–104
conditions at time, 104
conveyance of house, 104
rules of construction, 101–104

construe against grantor, 125–126
correcting mistakes, 134
decisions rendering descriptions

certain/uncertain, 130–134
description honored in its entirety,

108–114
additional clauses, 113
cannot insert words, 109
conflicting clauses, 110
conflicts within clauses/provisions, 113
construe instruments together, 114
granting clause, 111–112
habendum clause, 110–111
latter words added, 109
numbers, 110
written vs. printed, 110

failure to recite reference, 125
false description rejected, 126–128

conflicting clauses, 128
conflicting descriptions, 127
conflicting documents, 127
obvious errors ignored, 127

intent of parties, 105–108
contemporaneous instruments,

107–108
four corners of instrument, 107
intent may appear anywhere in 

instrument, 107
representation of premises, 108

meaning and intending clause, 128–130
missing course, 134
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Rule(s) of construction (Continued)
references part of description, 117–125

atlas reference, 118
boundaries in references, 121
controls, 123–125
diagrams, 121
extent of conveyance, 121–123
field notes, 121
government surveys, 119
map not referenced, 121
maps/plats references, 118–121
part of lot held by adverse possession,

122
plat not of record or lost, 118
problems with references, 122–123
unrecorded plat, 119
validity of plat, 119

reservations and exceptions, 126
specific description controls general

description, 114–117
erroneous particular description,

116–117
intent of parties controls, 117
numbers, 117
references, 117
rule, 115–116
words, 117

sufficiency of description, 128–130
as term, 386

“Run by the needle,” 19
Running along (term), 386
Run out a line (term), 386
Runs and calls (term), 386
Rutherford v. Randall, 197

“S.” (term), 386
Said (term), 386
Sala para casa, 39
Sale by the tract or entire body (term), 386
Sale in gross (term), 386
Sale of land (term), 386
Saline land (term), 387
Salsburgh v. Hynds, 172
Salt meadow (term), 387
Salt waters (term), 226–228
Same (term), 387
Satisfactory title (term), 387
Savanna (term), 387
Scale(s):

admissibility of maps/plats using 
different, 287

determining:
on maps, 268–271
of photos, 295

map—aerial photo relations, 270–271
for photointerpretation, 304
topographic maps, 274

Scheller v. Groesbeck, 124
Schlief v. Hart, 213
School site, 170–171
Schreiber v. Osten, 212
SCS (Soil Conservation Service), 308
“S.E.” (term), 387
“S.E. 4” (term), 387
Sea (term), 387–388
Sea beach (term), 388
Seal (term), 388
Seaman v. Hogeboom, 218
Seashore (term), 388
Seated lands (term), 388
Sec. (term), 388
Secant, 41
Seconds, 25
Section(s), 45–47

failure to mention, 132, 239–240
failure to specify, 236
location within, 250–251
as term, 388–389

Section corner (term), 389
Section line (term), 389
Section numbers:

as extrinsic evidence, 248
parol evidence as explanation of, 196

Sedge flats (term), 389
Sedo (term), 389
Segment, 42
“Seised” (term), 389
Seisin (term), 389
Selion of land (term), 408
Seminary square (term), 389
Senior (term), 389
Senior line, 153n.
Separate property (term), 389
SE QR 24 (term), 387
Servitude (term), 387–390
Servitude in gross (term), 390
Set apart (term), 390
Set lot (term), 390
Settle (term), 390
Settled rule of law, 102n.
Settlement of an estate (term), 390
Settler (term), 390
Seven arpents more or less (term), 391
1752 calendar change, 85
Shedd v. American Maize 

Products Co., 242
Sheep common (term), 408
Shore (term), 364, 391
Shore line (term), 391
Side (term), 391
Side lines (term), 391–392
Signs, 200–201
Sikes v. Shows, 205
Sinford v. Watts, 128
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Site (term), 392
Sitio, 39
Sitio de granado mayor, 39, 392
Sitio de granado menor, 39
Sito granado mayor (term), 392
600 feet in width (term), 392
Sketch(es):

as maps, 280–282
as term, 259

Slade (term), 408
Slater v. Breese, 238
Sloan v. King, 230
Slope measurement, 30
Slope-percent slope, 304
Slough (term), 392
Smart v. Huckins, 126
Smith v. Dennison, 249
Smith v. Sweat, 115
Snow v. Gallup, 241
So called (term), 392
Soil Conservation Service (SCS), 308
Sole interest (term), 392
Sole ownership (term), 392
So long as (term), 392
Source of title, 251
Source parcel, boundaries of, 83–84
South (term), 7, 392
South course (term), 393
Southerly (term), 393
South part (term), 393
Southward (term), 393
Spanish settlement, 27–28
Spanish units and conversions, 29, 38–39
Special warranty deed (term), 393
Specific description controls general

description, 114–117
erroneous particular description, 116–117
intent of parties controls, 117
numbers, 117
references, 117
rule, 115–116
words, 117

Spellings, 89, 318. See also Misspellings
“Spinster,” 88
Square(s) (term), 393–394
Square block (term), 394
Square centimeter, 35
Square chain, 37
Square decameter, 35
Square foot, 35, 36
Square inch, 35
Square kilometer, 35
Square league (term), 394
Square link, 37
Square meter, 35
Square mile, 35, 37
Square rod, 37

Square symbol, 263
Square yard, 35, 36
Sr. (term), 89, 394
Stake (term), 394
Staked off (term), 394
Standard Fraction of Precision, 272
State(s):

boundaries of, 61n.
failure to mention, 132, 238
failure to specify county and, 237
records of, 64

State agencies, 308
Statements:

in ancient documents, 98
in documents affecting interest in 

property, 98
State v. Stanolind, 149
Statute acres, 26
Statute mile, 23, 27
Statute perch, 26
Statute rod, 26
Step, 29
Stevens v. Robb, 220
Stevens v. Wait, 241
Stinchfield v. Gillis, 217–218
Storer v. Freeman, 228
Stotzenberger v. Perkins, 169
Straight infrared photography, 326
Straight line presumption, 30
Straight ultraviolet photography, 327
Strand (term), 395, 408
Straw man (term), 395
Stream (term), 395
Street(s):

exceptions and reservations, 167
as term, 395

Street name, 250
Street number, 250
Stride, 29
Subdivide (term), 395
Subdivision corners, 147n.
Subject to (term), 395
Subscribe (term), 396
Subsequent action of parties, 190–191
Substance over form, 103
Succession (term), 396
Sufficiency of description, 128–130
Sullivan v. Collins, 245
Sunk land (term), 396
Surface line (term), 396
Surface measurement, 31
Surface rights (term), 396
Surrounding circumstances, 126n.,

187–190
Survey(s):

conflicting, 157
as term, 396
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Survey maps and plats, admissibility of,
285–286

Survey of lands (term), 397
Surveyors, 261–262
Surveyor’s chain, 26
Survey plans, 262, 284
Susi v. Davis, 142
Swamp (term), 397
Swamp land (term), 397
Swoling of land (term), 408
Symbols, 262–264

as parol evidence, 200–201
as term, 397
topographic, 275–276
translation/explanation of, 254

Taken (term), 397
Talbot, William H. Fox, 291
Tally (term), 397
Tangent, 41
Tatum v. Croom, 247
Tax deeds, 243–246
Tax records, 62
Tax title (term), 397
Taylor v. Watkins, 31
Technical terms, 181–182, 199–200, 242–243
Templates, 303–304
Tenemental land (term), 397
Terminology, early, 318
Terrestrial photography, 309
Terry v. Tinsley, 174–175
Texas, 28, 29
Then (term), 397
Thence (term), 397–398
Thence down the river (term), 398
Thermography, 326
Thirds (term), 341, 398
Thomas et al v. Texas Osage Co-op. Royalty

Pool, Inc., 176, 189
Thomas v. Jewell, 170–171
Thompson v. Hill, 123
Thompson v. Kaufman, 246
Thompson v. Southern California Motor

Road Co., 218
Thompson v. Thompson, 113
Thoroughfare (term), 398
Thread of stream (term), 398
“Through” (term), 398
“Through lot” (term), 398
Tide lands (term), 398
Tide mill (term), 398
Tide water (term), 399
Tideway (term), 399
Tilbury v. Osmundson, 106
Tillage (term), 399

Time(s):
of acquisition, 251
comparing photographs from different,

328
law in existence at time of document, 180

Title(s):
ambiguity/indefiniteness/error in source

of, 251
changes in related, 83
as term, 399

Title by deed, 107n.
Title examination:

deed search vs., 50
genealogical information, 65–66
period of search, items outside, 51–55
public records other than court house,

61–65
record, items not of, 55–61
skeleton outline of, 51
standards for, 67–69
survey, items disclosed by accurate,

66–67
Topographic maps, 272–273, 274–276, 282

editions of, 275
scales on, 274
symbols on, 275–276

“To range” (term), 399
Town(s):

boundaries of, 61n.
failure to mention county/state and, 238
failure to specify, 236
records of, 64
as term, 399

Town commons (term), 399
Town datum (term), 399
Town histories, 277
Town records, 88
Township(s), 45–47

failure to mention, 238, 239–240
failure to specify range and, 239
failure to state, 239
as term, 399

Township lines, 45
Townsite (term), 400
Town way (term), 399
“Tp.” (term), 400
“Tr.” (term), 400
Tract:

location within, 249–250
as term, 400

Tract number, 249–250
“Tract or lot” (term), 400
Trade terms, 199–200
Tree identification, 305
Triangle symbol, 263
True bearing, determination of, 19–20
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True line (term), 400
True meridian, 18
True north, 7, 8, 11, 265
Turning row (term), 400
Turnpike (term), 400
Two-pole chain, 26
Typewriting analysis, 319–321

Ultraviolet photography, 324
luminescence, 324
straight, 324

Unambiguous descriptions, 247
“Uncle,” 88
Unimproved land (term), 400
Units, 36–38
U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, 92
U.S. Forest Service (USFS), 308
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), 274, 308
U.S. Rectangular System, 26, 45–47
U.S. Standard foot, 24
U.S. Standard Measure, 39
U.S. Survey foot, 24
Unless (term), 400–401
Unmarketable title (term), 401
Up a run (term), 401
Upland(s) (term), 401
Upper (term), 401
USFS (U.S. Forest Service), 308
USGS, see U.S. Geological Survey

Vacant land (term), 401
Valley (term), 401
Vanover v. Consolidated Coal Co., 216
Vara:

as term, 401
as unit, 27, 28

Variation (term), 401
Vein (term), 402
Vendor (term), 402
Verge (term), 408
Victory Oil Co. v. Hancock Oil Co., 160
Vigintillionth (term), 402
Villas (term), 402
Virgata (term), 408
Virge (term), 408
Vital statistics, 62
Viz (term), 402
Vnites, 25

Waiwai (term), 402
Warranty deed, 51
Way (term), 402
Webb v. Elyton Land Co., 237
Webster Gas Constr. Co. v. Danner, 258
Weisenberger v. Kirkwood, 105

West (term), 402
Westerly (term), 402
Westerly one-half of (term), 402
Western Ocean (term), 403
West half (term), 403
West line of railroad (term), 403
Westwardly (term), 403
Wetzler v. Nichols, 211
Wheeler v. Wheeler, 226
White v. Luning, 145
“Wife,” 88
Wigram on Wills, 185
Wild deed (term), 403
Wild land (term), 403–404
Wilkins v. Jones, 218
Will(s), 246–256

ambiguity/indefiniteness/error, 250–251
ambiguous descriptions, 249
area/quantity/number of parcels errors,

250–251
boundary/landmark/corner/course/

distance errors, 250–251
deeds/plats/other instruments, 254–255
description applicable to more than one

piece of property, 253
description by generic/customary

name/terms, 252
establishment of will lost before 

testator’s death, 255–256
as extrinsic evidence, 246–256

ambiguity/indefiniteness/error,
250–251

ambiguous descriptions, 247
area/quantity/number of parcels

errors, 250–251
boundary/landmark/corner/course/

distance errors, 250–251
deeds/plats/other instruments,

254–255
description applicable to more than

one piece of property, 253
description by generic/customary

name/terms, 252
establishment of will lost before 

testator’s death, 255–256
foreign language translation, 254
former/present owner/occupant, tract

named for, 253
home farm/home place designation,

252
homestead designation, 252–253
instruments/objects/circumstances

referred to in will, 255
“land where I now reside” 

designation, 252
local usage/reputation, 254
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Will(s) (Continued)
location of land in general, 247–248
location within section/range/tract,

248–249
“My” designations, 252
no description, 253–254
number of lot/block/tract, 249–250
proof of contents, 256
section number, 250
source of title/time/manner of 

acquisition errors, 251
street name/number, 250
unambiguous descriptions, 246–247

foreign language translation, 254
former/present owner/occupant, tract

named for, 253
home farm/home place designation, 252
homestead designation, 252–253
instruments/objects/circumstances

referred to in will, 255
“land where I now reside” designation,

252
local usage/reputation, 254
location of land in general, 247–248
location within section/range/tract,

248–249
“My” designations, 252
no description, 253–254
number of lot/block/tract, 249–250
professional vs. lay draftsperson of,

181–182
proof of contents, 256
section number, 248
source of title/time/manner of acquisition

errors, 251
street name/number, 250
unambiguous descriptions, 246–247
words of, 179–180

Williams v. Williams, 250
Wilson v. Calhoun, 238
Wilson v. Johnson, 219

Wista (term), 408
Woodbury v. Venia, 145
Wood lot (term), 404
Woods v. Sawin, 210
Words and phrases, 176–184

and abbreviations, 184
additional wording in deed, 183–184
cannot be added, 184
cannot insert words, 109
considerations with, 176–178
deciphering, 316–318
deed, 179
early Colonial, 88–90
illegible/canceled/obliterated, 199
interpreting, 182
and language of instrument, 182
latter words added, 109
law in existence at time, 180
local usage of, 254
and misspellings, 182
poorly written documents, 183
professional vs. lay draftsperson, 181
and punctuation, 183
specific description controls general

description, 117
technical, 181–182
will, 179–180
written vs. printed, 110

Words and Phrases (encyclopedias), 176
Writing, early, 316–317
Written words:

and parol evidence, see Parol evidence
printed vs., 110
as term, 404

Wynne v. Tyrwhitt, 288

Yard, 23, 35, 36
Youngerman v. Polk County (Iowa), 170

Zygocephalum (term), 408
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